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YOU CAN HELP is a product of the Public Works Department and is meant as a general guide of procedures during winter events.





Snow Removal Procedures
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Approximately 40” from street level
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MAILBOXES


Mailboxes should be in good repair before the start of the winter season. The Highway Department will only be responsible for damage done physically from the snowplow and not from the snow coming off of the plow. The Federal requirements and instructions on where and how to place your mailbox is available from the Post Office or Public Works.  Mailboxes will be evaluated before the season begins to note any in disrepair that might become a potential hazard for the route driver. YOU CAN HELP by inspecting your mailbox before the first flake falls.





SEE ILLUSTRATION ON NEXT SECTION FOR GUIDE





SAND AND SALT PILE


Is provided for the personal use of New Milford Residents only, and is required to be taken in a few buckets. YOU CAN HELP by being considerate of your neighbors and using only what is necessary for your personal driveways and sidewalks.


The sand pile is located in front of the Public Works Department on Young’s Field Rd. 
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YOU CAN HELP by staying off the roads unless it is absolutely necessary. If urgent business or an emergency requires you to be on the streets during this stage, be sure your vehicle is equipped with chains or snow tires. Drive with extreme caution and keep your travel to a minimum. YOU CAN HELP the Town and yourself by NOT SHOVELING the last few feet near the road until the plowing is finished. Information may be obtained from the Highway Department at 860-355-6040or 860-355-6045 after hours or weekends.


3rd STAGE: REMOVE SNOW


After the de-icing and plowing operations are concluded, the Highway Department begins a Downtown clean up and snow removal operation. This involves the picking up and transporting of plowed snow from commercial areas in the center of Town and Municipal parking lots. The extent of removal will vary from storm to storm depending upon the amount of snow. During this time temporary parking bans will be imposed from area to area to aid in snow removal if a snow emergency has NOT been lifted. YOU CAN HELP by keeping your vehicle off the streets and obeying the parking bans which will allow the snow removal crews to work faster and more efficiently.


SIDEWALK CLEARING


Cleared sidewalks are important to the safety of all New Milford’s citizens. If you live next to a public sidewalk, shoveling and clearing that walk is your responsibility. All sidewalks are required to be cleared 24 hours after the precipitation stops.


A good rule of thumb to use when shoveling walks or driveway aprons is if you can see pavement, plowing is usually finished. If you need to shovel your driveway before plowing is done, you can avoid some of the frustration of having the shoveled snow plowed back into your driveway by throwing the shoveled snow to your right as you face the street. In this way, the plow won’t pick up the shoveled snow until it passes your driveway and normally there is enough distance between driveway entrances so that the snow won’t usually end up in your neighbor’s driveway. YOU CAN HELP by keeping your shoveled snow OFF the plowed area of the roads to reduce potential vehicle accidents. NOTE: It is illegal to push or plow snow into a public roadway.


SNOW EMERGENCY ROUTES AND PARKING BAN


The Town has designated certain roads as SNOW EMERGENCY ROUTES. Please look for the signage (red & white) indicating which roads are selected. Snow Emergencies will be declared in advance of any parking restrictions being imposed (per the signage on each street). Snow Emergencies will be announced via radio, TV and the New Milford website (newmilford.org). The town has declared the lot by Tommy’s Cleaners as free downtown overnight parking during any parking ban restrictions (blue & white sign with snowflake).


                Take your time. Allow extra time to reach your destination. Traveling during the winter months may take up to twice as long as the normal driving time. Plan accordingly and DRIVE SAFELY.








SNOW AND ICE CONTROL PLAN---HOW YOU CAN HELP





1ST STAGE: TREATMENT


Before winter precipitation starts to accumulate, the Highway Department dispatches 24 trucks with plows to pretreat the center of streets with a liquid or salt mixture. YOU CAN HELP by parking your vehicle off the streets at all times during the winter months. Since many of our storms begin at night, the Highway Department can help you get to work or school in the morning more efficiently if there are no cars parked on the streets. 


2ND STAGE: FULL SCALE PLOWING


Operations are conducted on 20 designated routes. Within each route, certain streets are designated as primary and snow emergency   routes that are to be opened first so that snow removal crews and emergency vehicles can reach all areas of town. During this phase, equipment will first “open up” primary and secondary routes. This means that at the end of the driver’s treatment a minimum of two passes will be made so that the road is open to traffic (approximately 20 feet of road). After all streets are opened, the drivers will begin to “push back” the accumulated snow to the gutter line to gain maximum width of the road surface. This work is vital on narrow streets because in New England another storm is never far behind. If widening out is not done as soon as possible, the banks of snow may freeze and become impossible to move at a later time. 
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