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New Milford Residents:

We are pleased to submit to you the 2010 New Milford Plan of Conservation and
Development. This Plan is presented in a format that is easy to follow and is intended to
serve as a guide that is flexible while maintaining stability in the long-term goals of the
community. The Plan is a guide toward enhancing the quality of life and the community
character of New Milford, addressing such important community issues as conservation,
public facilities, transportation, economic development and the environment.

This Plan is the result of numerous meetings by the P.0.C.D. Committee, the Planning
Commission, discussions with municipal employees and many public forums with
residents over the past year, as well as many hours of research, review and discussion by
the Commission, its staff and its consultant.

The 2010 Plan of Conservation and Development brings together in a thoughtful,
comprehensive manner the various elements that contribute to the quality of life of New
Milford.

We acknowledge and thank all involved for their contribution of time and commitment to
the development of this Plan.

The New Milford Planning Commission

Peter Eng, Chair

Katherine A. Francis, Secretary
Robert Rush

Carl J. Perrone

Eugene I. Schilling

Theresa Volinski
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INTRODUCTION

About Plans of Conservation
and Development

A Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) is a
tool for guiding change that will inevitably occur in
Mew Milford's future. A POCD should establish a
common vision for the future physical development of
Mew Milford and recommend policies to help attain
that vision.

The goals and recommendations in a POCD should
reflect an overall consensus of what is best for the
community and its residents.

The POCD primarily addresses the conservation and
development of New Milford (the physical layout).
However, as you will see in the POCD, some social and
economic development issues are addressed since
they are often inter-related with conservation,
development, and land use issues.

State Statutes set forth what must be included in a
POCD. The following are excerpts from the
Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) 8-23.

The POCD shall:
* Be a statement of policies, goals and
standards for the physical and economic
development of the municipality...

» Provide for a system of principal
thoroughfares.. sidewalks, multipurpose
trails...

Be designed to promote...the coordinated
development of the municipality...to have
compact, transit accessible, pedestrian-
oriented mixed use development patterns
and land reuse... recommend the most
desirable use of land within the municipality
far residential, recreational, commercial,
industrial, conservation and other purposes
and include a map showing such proposed
land uses...

Recommend the most desirable density of
population in ... the municipality...

Mote any inconsistencies with the following
growth management principles:

redevelopment and revitalization of
commercial centers...

expansion of housing opportunities and
design choices...

concentration of development around
transportation nodes...

conservation and restoration of the natural
environment, cultural and historical
resources and existing farmlands...
protection of environmental assets critical
to public health and safety...

integration of planning across all levels of
government...

Make provision for the development of
housing opportunities...

Promote housing choice and economic
diversity in housing...
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+  Consider the following:

= the community development action plan of
the municipality...

- the need for affordable housing...

- the need for protection of existing and
potential drinking water supplies...

- the use of cluster development and other
development ...

= the state plan of conservation and
development ...

- the regional plan of development. ..

- physical, social, economic and
governmental conditions and trends...

- the needs of the municipality ...

- the objectives of energy-efficient patterns
of development...

- protection and preservation of agriculture.

The POCD may:
+  Show the commission’s recommendation for

- conservation and preservation of traprock
and other ridgelines. ..

- airports, parks, playgrounds and other
public grounds...

- the general location,
improvement of schoals...

- the general location and extent of public
utilities...for water, sewerage, light, power,
transit and other purposes...

- the extent and location of public housing
projects...

- programs for the implementation of the
plan...

- proposed priority funding areas...

relocation  and

Use of this POCD

This Plan of Conservation and Development is an
advisory document to the Planning Commission,
other boards and commissions, and residents. It is
intended to provide a framework for decision-making
with regard to conservation and development
activities in New Milford over the next 10 to 20 years.

While the statutory responsibility to adopt the POCD
rests with the Planning Commission, implementation
will only occur with the diligent efforts of the
residents and officials of the Town of New Milford.

Past Plans in New Milford

The Town has consistently maintained a Plan of
Conservation and Development. The most recent
POCD was the 1gg7 Plan of Conservation and
Development. Previous town plans were undertaken
in 1959, 1965, 1972 and 1986.

The Town has undertaken other planning efforts
including the 1996 Downtown New Milford Plan and
various economic development studies.
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The POCD Development
Process

The process to create this POCD began in late 2007
when the Planning Commission held initial workshops
to gather input from boards, commissions and
residents. The Commission then formed a POCD
Update Committee to oversee the process.

The Mew Milford Plan of Conservation and
Development Update Committee prepared this
POCD, with oversight by the Planning Commission
and input from residents and other local officials.

Additional public input played a critical role. The
Committee held three interactive public workshops to
solicit ideas for strategies prior to the creation of Issue
Booklets. Then, the Center for Research and Public
Policy conducted a professional telephone survey of
residents. The Committee held an additional meeting
where residents and organizationsfinterest groups
provided their input. In addition, the Committee
allowed public input at each of its working meetings.

A Plan of Conservation and Development becomes an
official document after a public hearing and adoption
by the Planning Commission. A public hearing on
adoption was held on July 1, 2010 and the Plan of
Conservation and Development was adopted by the
Commission on July 6, 2010, The effective date of this
Plan of Conservation and Development is August 6,
2010.

Input into this POCD

Gathering input from residents and local
officials played an important role while
developing this POCD.

Board/Commission Scoping Meeting —
October, 30, 2007

Public Scoping Meeting — December &
2007

Conservation Input Meeting — October 23,
2008

Development Input Meeting - lanuary 22,
2009

Infrastructure Input Meeting — February 26,
20009

Infrastructure Interviews — February, 2009

Telephone Survey — Conducted in May,
2009

General Public Input Meeting — June 23,
2004

Town Council Review & Endorsement —
65-day period prior te Public Hearing

Public Hearing — July 1, 2010
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Motes:
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CONDITIONS AND TRENDS

Overview

Mew Milford is located in Litchfield County in
western Connecticut. The Town is bordered to the
north by Kent, to the east by Washington and
Roxbury, to the south and east by Bridgewater, to
the south by Brookfield and to the west by New
Fairfield and Sherman. New Milford is a member of
the Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials
(HVCEQ), a regional planning agency comprised of
ten municipalities. Mew Milford and Bridgewater
are the only HWCEO communities located in

Litchfield County.

Greater Region

Regional Context

Mew Milford provides many amenities to
neighboring communities and the region. Some of
these regional amenities include:

*  The New Milford Hospital

» Retail businesses
+ laobs

* Housing that is generally more affordable
than in nearby communities

+ Candlewood Lake
*  Major roadways such as Routes 7 and 202

* Major rivers such as the Housatonic,
Aspetuck, and Still Rivers

*  State Parks

*  Scenic mountains, such as Bear Hill and
Mount Tam

e Afood supply via local working farms

At the same time, Mew Milford residents depend
upon  communities  in  the HVCEO Region,
communities further south and New York state for
jobs and rely upon a regional transportation
network.

Development patterns in Mew Milford are often
influenced by trends occurring elsewhere in the
region. Housing demand, the types of businesses
that locate in Mew Milford and traffic are all
influenced by the larger region.
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Historical Highlights

Looking at Mew Milford's past gives insight into the
forces that shaped development patterns. New
Milford's natural features and man-made features
played a large role in shaping the Town's patterns.
These same resources continue to influence
development in Mew Milford (e.g., limited options to
cross the Housatonic River).  Historic trends also
continue to impact New Milford, including the loss
of farmland and ever-shifting economies that
require continual adaptation.

In 1712, the State General Assembly granted New Downtown, c. 1902-1915.
Milford the privileges of a township. During these
early years the first “highways" were laid out, local
government formed, villages such as Gaylordsville
emerged, and settlers built the first bridges across
the Housatonic River.

With abundant natural resources, the Town was able
to play an important industrial role in the early
1Boos. Local industry included marble quarries, iron
works, a paper mill and agriculture. Having a means
{the River) to ship these products was critical.

While the Housatonic River supported industry,
crossing the River was a challenge, Bridges were
built downtown and in Gaylordsville. These
bridges, along with the opening of a rail line from
Bridgeport to New Milford in 1840, helped the Town
emerge as a trading center.

Railroad in Mew Milford, 1g04.

By the late 18oos, factories were active in the
Downtown and the Town Hall and Town Green were
built. Elsewhere, summer homes were being built as
Mew Milford became popular with summer
residents. This trend continued into the early 1go0s
and more and more farmland was converted to
summer housing. New Milford then saw a decline in
population from 1910 to 1930 as residents left for
jobs in other cities. Also in the early 1goos,
Downtown was greatly damaged by fire and was
rebuilt.

Boardmans Bridge, c. 1913.
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